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Aug. 2, 1995
UM STUDENT INTERNS HELP DOCTORS IN ASLAN REFUGEE CAMPS
MISSOULAUniversity of Montana-Missoula students are gaining experience in international
development as volunteers working with refugees in Africa and Asia through a unique new
internship program.
The overseas internships enable students from varied disciplines to serve as associate field
and program coordinators at project sites operated by the Association of Medical Doctors for Asia.
Yoshiyuki Shimizu, a political science major from Japan and UM’s first participant in the
program, returned to Missoula this spring after spending more than three months in Djibouti,
Africa, where he worked with Somali and Ethiopian refugees. Kerry Faughnan, a chemistry major
from Arvada, Colo., will return in August from a three-month internship in Kenya and Zaire.
"To the best of my knowledge, this internship program is only available to students from
The University of Montana," said Peter Koehn, UM’s director of international programs.
The AMD A internship program grew out of a refugee symposium Koehn sponsored at UM
in 1994. Hideki Yamamoto, a symposium participant and AMDA's vice president, was impressed
by the University, and has since been working with Koehn to establish the internship program.
Koehn compares the internships with Peace Corps assignments, but without the long-term
commitments. "These assignments are no picnics, and students have to be prepared for really
difficult positions," he said. "They have to be very committed."
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The length of internship assignments varies from three months to one year. UM students
majoring in health-related and development-related fields are eligible to participate. AMDA pays
half the expenses of travel and room and board for shorter internships and the full cost for oneyear commitments.
"What many students interested in international development work need to round out their
education is experience working overseas in a challenging field assignment," Koehn said. "There'
tremendous educational value in being able to see firsthand what the problems in a refugee camp
are and having to rely on your own resources in trying to assist people in that situation."
In September, Steven Ng, a business major from Malaysia, will be bound for a four-month
internship at AMDA headquarters in Okayama, Japan. Yuri Takakura, an anthropology major
from Japan, left in June for a one-year internship in Kenya and Zaire.
Participants are able to select the region and type of work they are interested in, Koehn
said. AMDA has accepted all of the students who have applied for the program so far.
AMDA also has field projects working with refugees returning to Cambodia and
Mozambique, and with Bhutanese refugees in Nepal and Rwandan refugees in Uganda. Other
AMDA field projects in Bangladesh and Nepal target community health problems.
Koehn said the next deadline for submitting applications for AMDA internships is Sept. 29.
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Contact: Peter Koehn, 243-2296; Yoshiyuki Shimizu, 728-1739 (Shimizu will be in Missoula and
available for interviews until the end of the summer).
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